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MHS works with 120 Transfer 
Partner organizations, which last 
year assisted us in caring for 577 
animals with special needs.

MHS has several programs to help 
Keep Families Together, including 
a free Pet Food Bank and Protect-
A-Pet clinics offering low-cost 
vaccinations and microchipping. 
These programs reach more than 
15,000 pets each year.

MHS is dedicated to providing the 
utmost care for the animals and is 
committed to education, training 
and a continuous improvement 
philosophy, both individually and as an 
organization.

The MHS “Pawsitive Start” 
program provides in-shelter 
training and enrichment so 
animals get started on the 
right paw to being great 
companions, while finding 
homes more quickly.  
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Since the implementation of our feral cat 
Trap-Neuter-Release program in 2011, 
more than 300 colony caretakers have 
joined the program to help MHS save 
lives. In 2013, 508 feral cats were spayed/
neutered and returned to their habitats.
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In addition to large adoption 
events such as Meet Your 
Best Friend at the Zoo, which 
MHS co-hosts with the Detroit 
Zoological Society, we partner 
with six area Petco and 
PetSmart locations for off-site 
adoptions, seven days a week.

More than 300 
MHS foster caregiver 
volunteers (In-Home 
Heroes) help save lives 
by providing short-
term care for treatable 
animals needing more 
time and TLC prior 
to adoption. In 2013, 
2,700 treatable animals 
benefited from time in 
a foster home.

The MHS Cruelty Investigation team 
responds to more than 6,500 cases of 
animal cruelty and neglect each year, 
from animals suffering without shelter 
or food, to dogfighting and other 
intentional abuse.

MHS Rescue is 
on the streets 
365 days a year, 
helping animals 
who are injured, 
sick, trapped, 
or otherwise in 
immediate danger.

MHS’ Humane Education program 
teaches children about safety around 
animals, responsible pet care and 
respect for all animals. 

MHS offers 
low-cost feline 
spay/neuter, 
and in the past 
20 years, MHS 
has sterilized 
approximately 
270,000 
animals.

In 2013, more 
than 1,500 active 
volunteers 
contributed 
62,233 hours 
of service in 
a variety of 
programs, to 
help MHS save 
more animal 
lives. 

The Animal Planet Animal Cops: 
Detroit has given MHS national 
coverage that helps promote 
critical animal care initiatives 
while increasing the community’s 
awareness of animal cruelty. 

MHS reunites hundreds 
of lost animals like 
Roxie, pictured above, 
with their families each 
year. MHS also offers a 
free online ePole for the 
public to post lost or 
found pets. 
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Each year, thousands of treatable animals 
like Flutter, who came to MHS with two 
broken legs after falling off a balcony in 
Detroit, require extensive care before they 
can find new, loving homes.

When you think of MHS, it’s likely that what first comes to mind is the opportunity to adopt a pet. We believe strongly 
there are no better pets than those at MHS! 
Our work also encompasses numerous other areas that might not be as well-known, however, they are equally important 
to our mission of helping animals in need.
In the 15-step infographic below, we highlight key efforts that our supporters like you make possible. As it clearly 

illustrates, the dynamics of addressing animal issues are complex; there is not one simple step to ending animal 
overpopulation, homelessness and suffering. 
These 15 core MHS endeavors are our mission in action – our daily commitment to serving the animals in our 
community and saving animal lives. MHS continually invests in these activities as a means of making the most 
positive and sustainable impact with our limited resources.

15 Steps to 100 Percent


